
Providing certainty about the cost of your case

Divorce  
+ Finances

Professional advice, simply stated.



Professional advice, 
simply stated
Barcan+Kirby’s specialist family 
solicitors have a wealth of 
knowledge and experience  
in dealing with all aspects of 
family law.

We understand that cost is often 
an important consideration for 
our clients, which is why we’ve 
introduced our fixed fee range. Our 
charges are open and transparent, 
meaning you’ll know how much 
you’ll need to pay from the start 
with no hidden extras.

Our area of expertise include:
 ✚ Family
 ✚ Buying + selling 
 ✚ Wills, trusts + probate
 ✚ Employment
 ✚ Commercial
 ✚ Medical negligence
 ✚ Personal injury
 ✚ Dispute resolution 
 ✚ Court of Protection
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Why choose  
Barcan+Kirby

The fixed fee package 
made all the di�erence. 
I knew from the start 
what the costs would 
be and extra costs were 
explained to me from the 
outset. It was so much 
easier, knowing that the 
financial burden of the 
divorce was taken away 
so I could focus on finding 
a positive outcome.

“We understand that the pain of a relationship 
or marriage breakdown is often compounded by 
the worry of legal and financial issues. We get to 
know our clients so we can provide you with the 
best possible solutions in the most cost e�ective 
and transparent way. We’ll try to resolve your case 
through negotiation or mediation, but never at the 
expense of protecting your interests or obtaining 
the best possible outcome.”

Hanni Pennelegion Family Partner



Divorce + financial  
fixed fee package

Our policy is to always be upfront, 
open and transparent about the 
cost of our legal services. Within 
this document, you’ll find clear 
information about what is – and 
what isn’t – included in our fixed 
fee packages. 

By choosing one of our fixed 
fee packages, you’ll benefit 
from: 

 ✚ Knowing exactly how much your 
legal fees will be from the start

 ✚ Paying a fixed fee for the work 
on your case, rather than being 
charged an hourly rate

 ✚ Having a solicitor with the same 
objective as you; getting the 
case resolved as quickly and 
e�ciently as possible

 ✚ Transparency of fees – you’ll 
know exactly what your costs 
will be, depending on how much 
of our services you use

 ✚ Control over the cost of your 
legal advice

What we will do for you
Our specialist family team can 
help you reach agreement or find 
a solution to a number of family 
issues, such as:

 ✚ How to conclude a divorce, 
amicably if possible

 ✚ Whether your home should  
be sold and the proceeds 
divided equally

 ✚ Whether there should be a 
Pension Sharing Order

 ✚ Whether one of you should  
receive maintenance

Who is eligible?
Everyone is eligible for our divorce 
fixed fee packages regardless of 
financial circumstances.

However you may also be 
eligible for our financial fixed 
fee packages if:

 ✚ You’re married or in a civil 
partnership

 ✚ You and your spouse/civil 
partner have combined assets, 
including pension assets, of less 
than £300,000

 ✚ You and your co-habitee have 
a gross income from all sources 
of less than £40,000 and your 
spouse/civil partner earns less 
than £50,000

 ✚ You have no assets outside 
England and Wales

 ✚ You have no business interests 
(except if you are a sole trader)

 ✚ There are no interested  
parties who may be joined  
in the proceedings

 ✚ There are no maintenance 
pending suit or avoidance of 
disposition applications

If you have income or assets above 
these levels, we may still be able 
to o�er you a tailored fixed fee 
package. Call us on 0117 325 2929 to 
speak to a member of our team.

What are the five fixed 
fee stages?
Stage one
Advice where agreement has  
been reached.

Stage two
Exchanging financial information 
and negotiations. 

Stage three
From the issue of court application 
to the first court hearing. 

Stage four
Financial application up to and 
including Financial Dispute 
Resolution hearing (FDR). 

Stage five
Final hearing.

The majority of family matters 
get resolved at stage one or two. 
Throughout your case, we will try to 
negotiate a financial settlement in 
the hope that the next steps can be 
avoided.

We will always, when appropriate, 
advise the use of mediation.

You may have dealt with one of 
these stages on your own and 
require help with other stages. If 
this is the case you may choose 
whichever stage you are in.
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What we will do for you
Our family solicitors will manage 
every step of your divorce for you, 
including:

 ✚ Drafting the divorce petition
 ✚ Issuing the divorce application 
 ✚ Receiving the response form 
from your spouse/civil partner

 ✚ Applying for a Decree Nisi
 ✚ Applying for a Decree Absolute 
(which formally ends the 
marriage or civil partnership)

What isn’t covered by our fixed 
fee package? 

 ✚ Any advice regarding property, 
finances, children or domestic 
violence

 ✚ Advice given if the divorce  
is defended or the petition  
needs amending

 ✚ Any cases which need to be 
issued outside of England  
and Wales or where you or  
your spouse/civil partner  
live abroad

 ✚ The cost of replacing your 
marriage certificate

 ✚ Enquiry agents’ fees or baili� fees
 ✚ Advice about pursuing, enforcing 
or disputing the costs of a divorce 

 ✚ Any cases in which the spouse/
civil partner cannot be found or 
will not co-operate

If you need advice regarding any 
area of work that isn’t covered by 
our fixed fees, we’ll let you know 
how much this will cost in advance. 

What are the costs?
The cost at this stage is £420 + VAT. 
In addition, you’re responsible for 
paying the court fees for issuing a 
petition. 

You’ll need to pay a deposit of £100 
(+ VAT), plus the initial court fee, with 
the balance to be paid within three 
months of our initial meeting. 

If your case hasn’t concluded within 
12 months, we reserve the right to 
terminate this stage. If you reconcile, 
we’ll charge you our hourly rate or 
the fixed fee, whichever is the lower 
cost to you.

If I start a divorce  
fixed fee

Thank you for the 
considered, sensitive way 
you handled my recent 
separation. It helped 
make the process more 
bearable having someone 
I could relate to on side.



If my spouse starts  
a divorce fixed fee 

If your spouse starts a divorce, 
as part of our fixed fee 
package, we will:

 ✚ Advise you about the divorce 
papers received

 ✚ Draft your reply form to  
the court

 ✚ Deal with all court 
correspondence relating to 
your divorce

What isn’t covered by our fixed 
fee packages?

 ✚ Any advice regarding property, 
finances, children or domestic 
violence

 ✚ Advice given if the divorce  
is defended or the petition  
needs amending

 ✚ Any cases which need to be 
issued outside of England  
and Wales or where you or  
your spouse/civil partner  
live abroad

 ✚ Advice about pursuing, 
enforcing or disputing the  
costs of a divorce

 ✚ Any cases in which the  
spouse/civil partner cannot be 
found or will not co-operate

 ✚ Applying for a Decree Absolute

If you need advice regarding any 
area of work that isn’t covered by 
our fixed fees, we’ll let you know 
how much this will cost in advance. 

What are the costs?
The cost at this stage is £200 + VAT. 
You’ll need to pay this fee at our 
initial meeting.

If your case hasn’t concluded 
within twelve months, we reserve 
the right to terminate this stage. 
If you reconcile, we’ll charge you 
our hourly rate or the fixed fee, 
whichever is the lower cost to you.

I just want to extend my 
full appreciation for all the 
hard work you have put in 
to my case. The way you 
have approached and 
handled my case has been 
sensitive, supportive and 
informative. Thank you.
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Stage one finances  
Advice where agreement 
has been reached
This stage is for you if you’ve already 
exchanged financial information 
and have reached an agreement 
which is confirmed in writing.

As part of our fixed fee 
package, we will:

 ✚ Provide you with general advice 
about the agreement reached 

 ✚ Draft a Consent Order and 
information form. Assuming you 
haven’t already started divorce 
proceedings, we’ll also submit 
this to court for final agreement

 ✚ If there is no divorce, we’ll draft 
a separation agreement instead

What are the costs?
The cost at this stage is £800 + VAT. 
You’ll also need to pay the court 
fee when the order is submitted to 
the court.

If a Pension Share Order is required, 
an additional fee of £250 + VAT fee 
will be payable.

If you reconcile, we’ll charge you 
our hourly rate or the fixed fee, 
whichever is the lower cost to you.

Stage two finances 
Exchanging financial 
information + negotiations
Stage two aims to help you 
produce a legally binding 
financial agreement following all 
relevant disclosure of financial 
records. If it’s appropriate for your 
circumstances, we encourage you 
to try mediation and can support 
you through this process.

As part of our fixed fee 
package, we will:

 ✚ Contact your spouse/civil 
partner or their solicitor to 
arrange for voluntary financial 
disclosure

 ✚ On receipt of exchange of 
financial information we will 
provide further advice to help 
negotiations

 ✚ If agreement is reached, we’ll 
draft the Court Order. Assuming 
you haven’t already started 
divorce proceedings, we’ll also 
submit this to court for final 
agreement

 ✚ If there is no divorce, we’ll draft 
a separation agreement instead

If at the end of six months 
agreement has not been reached, 
this stage comes to an end. You may 
choose further fixed fee stages.

This stage does not cover issuing or 
defending a court application.

What are the costs?
The cost at this stage is £1,650  
+ VAT. A court fee is payable when 
the Consent Order is submitted to 
the court. 

If a Pension Share Order is required, 
an additional £250 + VAT fee will be 
payable.

If you reconcile, we’ll charge you 
our hourly rate or the fixed fee, 
whichever is the lower cost to you.

The five stages 
fixed fee

Thank you for what you 
have done for me, my first 
experience of dealing 
with a solicitor has been 
a positive and easy ride.



Stage three finances  
From the issue of court 
application to the first 
court hearing
If stages one and two have failed 
and you’ve been unable to reach 
an agreement, you’ll need to apply 
to court. 

As part of our fixed fee 
package, we will:

 ✚ Issue or respond to court 
proceedings on your behalf

 ✚ Liaise with any experts involved
 ✚ Advise on proposals to be made 
and upon any proposals received

 ✚ Correspond with your spouse/
civil partner or their solicitor

 ✚ Represent you at the first court 
appointment in Bristol

 ✚ Draft a Consent Order if 
agreement is reached and 
submit it to court on the day of 
the hearing

If your court is outside Bristol then we 
reserve the right to instruct a barrister 
or a local solicitor to attend on your 
behalf at extra cost to you.
We also reserve the right in complex 
cases to instruct a barrister at an 
additional fee.

What are the costs?
The cost for this stage is £2,750  
+ VAT. There is a court fee payable in 
addition to the above fee. 
This fixed price does not include court 
fees or any other professional fees 
that may need to be incurred such 
as valuation of property, valuation of 
pensions or barrister’s fees. 
Additional hearings are not covered 
within this stage and will be 
charged separately. 

Stage four finances 
Financial application up 
to and including Financial 
Dispute Resolution 
hearing (FDR)
As part of our fixed fee 
package, we will:

 ✚ Draft your response to 
your spouse/civil partner’s 
questionnaire and consider their 
replies to our questions

 ✚ Correspond with your spouse/
civil partner or solicitors

 ✚ Advise you on proposals to be 
made and upon any proposals 
received

 ✚ Represent you at the Financial 
Dispute Resolution hearing

 ✚ Draft a Consent Order if 
agreement is reached and 
arrange for it to be considered 
by the court 

If the FDR is necessary, then we may 
brief a barrister to represent you at 
extra cost to you.

What are the costs?
The cost for this stage is £2,750  
+ VAT. 

Additional hearings are not covered 
within this stage and will be 
charged separately.

In our local courts, it is common 
practice for the first hearing and 
the FDR to be combined. In these 
circumstances, you only need to pay 
the fee for stage four. The cost of 
stage three will be waived.

Stage five finances 
Final hearing
If the matter cannot be agreed, 
it will proceed to a final hearing 
where a judge will decide the 
outcome of your case.

As part of our fixed fee 
package, we will:

 ✚ Prepare witness statements
 ✚ Advise you about preparation  
of your case

 ✚ Prepare court bundles 
 ✚ Select and brief a barrister to 
represent you

 ✚ Draft a Consent Order if 
agreement is reached and 
arrange for it to be considered 
by the court

What are the costs?
The cost for this stage is £2,750  
+ VAT. 

There will be additional barrister’s 
fees which we will advise you about 
(the costs will depend upon the 
choice of barrister). The stage five 
fee does not include court fees or 
any other professional fees that 
may need to be incurred, such as 
valuation of property or valuation of 
pensions.

Payment must be made in full at the 
start of stage five. Any additional 
fees (e.g. barrister or experts fees) 
need to be paid at least 14 days 
before they are to be incurred.



www.barcankirby.co.uk

To find out more about our fixed fee divorce service, contact a member of our team today.
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Our fixed fee packages have 
been designed to o�er you an 
a�ordable, manageable solution. 
However, in order to keep costs 
low, it’s important that we assess 
your case to ensure that it’s 
suitable for this type of package.

To do this we o�er all new clients 
a free 30 minute interview, during 
which we’ll consider your case, o�er 
some preliminary advice and let 
you know whether you can use a 
fixed fee package. 

The fixed fee packages outlined 
in this brochure only cover the 
essential steps involved in such 
financial cases. Any work that goes 
beyond this won’t be included 
as part of our fixed fee service, 
therefore you may want to consider 
paying at an hourly rate. 

We will review the suitability of  
the package for you at the end of 
each stage. 

Cases covered are those in the 
county court in Bristol. If your case is 
outside of this court, we may still be 
able to o�er you a tailored fixed fee.

During the course of the case, we 
reserve the right to remove the case 
from the fixed fee package where 
unforeseen circumstances have 
arisen, e.g. the assets have risen in 
value and now exceed £300,000 or 
complex issues have arisen. 

We don’t o er fixed fee 
packages for the following:

 ✚ Any conveyancing work 
necessary to implement an 
agreement/order

 ✚ Any work done through the 
collaborative process

 ✚ Any proceedings in the  
High Court

Some cases will fall outside the 
fixed fee packages, including:

 ✚ Assets outside England and 
Wales

 ✚ If you have business interests 
(except if you are a sole trader)

 ✚ If there are interested parties 
who may be joined in the 
proceedings

 ✚ If there are maintenance 
pending suit or avoidance of 
disposition applications

The fixed fee packages don’t 
cover expenses that might be 
required such as court charges for 
issuing applications or any other 
professional fees, such as valuation 
of property, valuation of pensions or 
barrister’s fees.

If it’s likely that you’ll incur 
additional charges, we’ll discuss 
these with you and always obtain 
a number of quotes. 

What is not covered 
by our fixed fees

Barcan+Kirby 
HORFIELD
374 Gloucester Road 
Bristol BS7 8TP

Barcan+Kirby 
THORNBURY
36 High Street 
Thornbury BS35 2AJ

Barcan+Kirby 
BEDMINSTER
31 North Street 
Bristol BS3 1EN

Barcan+Kirby 
KINGSWOOD
111/117 Regent Street 
Bristol BS15 8LJ

Barcan+Kirby 
QUEEN SQUARE
49/50 Queen Square 
Bristol BS1 4LW

Barcan+Kirby 
CLIFTON
199a Whiteladies Road 
Bristol BS8 2SB
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 0117 325 2929  info@barcankirby.co.uk  www.barcankirby.co.uk  @barcankirby
Barcan+Kirby is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, No. 568743.




